JOAN    OF    ARC
friend of her own age, "There is, 'twixt Coussey and
Vaucouleurs,1 a girl who before the year is up, will have
the King of France anointed." She was wrong by less
than a month. A little later she said to Gerardin d'Epinal,
"Compere,2 if you weren't a Burgundian I would tell
you something," He thought it was merely a coy hint
at her pending marriage, about which there was current
talk in the village, and did not pursue the matter further.
Some intimation must have reached her father's ears even
earlier, for two years after the first vision he had had a
dream in which he saw his daughter going off with the
soldiers. The idea naturally distressed him, because in
the ordinary way girls who went off with soldiers did not
do so on the advice of angels. He called his sons to him
and said, "If I believed that my dream would come true
I would have you drown her; and if you refused I would
do it myself." Unless one assumes that clairvoyance was
more than usually common in the d'Arc family there
must have already been a certain amount of gossip in the
neighbourhood, and the only possible source of it was
Joan herself.
Perhaps it was his nightmare that determined Jacques
d'Arc to get his daughter married off. We know nothing
of the young man selected except that he was probably
a childhood friend, to judge by a suggestion of Gerardin
d'EpinaPs. She refused to go through with the ceremony
and in the summer of 1428 her fiance cited her to appear
before the ecclesiastical court at Toul, which had certain
powers of compulsion in such matters. The summons
was served on her at NeufcMteau, whither she had fled
1  Goussey is about two miles to the south of Domremy., and Vaucouleurs
about seven to the north.
2  A title used to the father of a child by its god-parent.
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